
SOTERIOLOGY 
The Doctrine of Salvation 

 
In Ephesians 2:14-16, The Apostle Paul speaks of the barrier of separation that exists between God 

and man.  As long as this barrier existed, there was no possibility of fellowship between God and 

man. The barrier, or literally the dividing wall mentioned in the Ephesians text, referred historically 

to the dividing wall in the temple in Jerusalem.  This wall separated the court of the Gentiles from 

the rest of the temple and excluded the Gentiles from the inner sanctuaries.  But this wall was a 

picture of the spiritual barrier that stands between God and man, which precludes man’s access into 

God’s presence.  The Jews could go beyond the dividing wall, but this was only because they had 

access through their God-given sacrificial system which pointed to the person and work of Christ, 

the Messiah, the One who would make peace and remove the barrier. 

 

 SIN IS THE DIVIDING WALL BETWEEN US AND GOD 

 

In Isaiah 59:1-2, the prophet said, “Behold, the LORD’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; 

neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you 

and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.” Isaiah was 

reminding Israel that though God has the ability and desire to deliver men, He cannot act contrary to 

nor bypass His perfect holiness. 

 

SIN WAS THE BARRIER:  

 Three Forms of Sin 

 WE HAVE IMPUTED SIN (From Our Progenitor) Romans 5:12 - Adam is the representative head 

of the human race and because of our natural relationship to him, his sin is imputed, 

reckoned, to the entire human race. 

 

 WE HAVE INHERITED SIN  (From Our Parents) Ps.51:5 - as the posterity of Adam, every child is 

born with a sinful nature inherited from his parents. 

 

 WE HAVE INDIVIDUAL SIN – (From Our Preferences) As individual people, we all have individual 

sinful proclivities.  

 

Because Of The Presence of Sin, God Had To Produce A Solution…SALVATION!  
 

The Meaning of Salvation 
 
According to the broadest meaning as used in Scripture, the term “SALVATION” encompasses the 

total work of God by which He seeks to rescue man from the ruin, doom, and power of sin and 

bestows upon him the wealth of His grace encompassing eternal life, provision for abundant life 

now, and eternal glory. 
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The word “SALVATION” is the translation of the Greek word soteria which is derived from the word 

soter meaning “savior.” The word “salvation” communicates the thought of deliverance, safety, 

preservation, soundness, restoration, and healing.  In theology, however, its major use is to denote a 

work of God on behalf of men, and as such it is a major doctrine of the Bible which includes 

redemption, reconciliation, propitiation, conviction, repentance, faith, regeneration, forgiveness, 

justification, sanctification, preservation, and glorification.  On the one hand, salvation is described 

as the work of God rescuing man from his lost estate.  On the other hand, salvation describes the 

estate of a man who has been saved and who is vitally renewed and made a partaker of the 

inheritance of the saints.  

 

The Motivation For Salvation 
 
When we look at the stubbornness and rebellion of man, we ask the question, why should God want 

to save sinners? And especially, why should He want to give His unique and beloved Son to die the 

agony of God’s holy judgment in bearing our sin on the cross? 

 
1. SALVATION BRINGS GOD GLORY - Salvation brings glory to God and it does so because it 

manifests the nature and character of His person (Eph. 1:6; Phil. 2:11). 
 

2. SALVATION REVEALS GOD’S LOVE - That God would reach out to sinful man by sending His only 
begotten Son is the greatest manifestation of His love. It declares God provided salvation 
because He is a loving God (John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-10, 16). 

 
3. SALVATION DEMONSTRATES GOD’S GRACE - Salvation through the person and work of Christ is 

also a manifestation of God’s grace, the non-meritorious favor of God (Eph. 2:7-9). Only 

Christianity offers a salvation based on grace rather than works. All the other religions of the 

world have man working to acquire salvation. 

 
4. SALVATION RENEWS GOD’S FELLOWSHIP - God provided salvation through the person and work 

of His Son because He is a holy God. In His love and grace, God desired fellowship with man.  

Man’s rebellion and sin created a barrier between God and man that hindered any fellowship 

with man whatsoever because of God’s infinite holiness. Both God’s holiness and His love 

are satisfied, however, by the person and work of God’s Son so that man can be reconciled 

to God and fellowship restored. 

 
5. SALVATION REPAIRS GOD’S IMAGE - Adam and Eve were created in the image of God that they 

might give a visible display of God’s character as they walked in fellowship with the invisible 

God. But when the human race fell through Adam’s sin, the image was not only marred, but 

man lost the capacity for fellowship with God. Through salvation, the opportunity to look 

like God is possible (1Jn.3:2) 
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The Method of Salvation 

 

 Sin Is Debt That Must Be Paid!  

 

Most people have some debt.  It might be a mortgage or rent, a car payment, credit cards, or school 

loans. As we make payments on these debts, we can see that someday they will be paid off.  When 

that day comes we breathe a sigh of relief and sometimes even have a “debt retiring” celebration.  

There is a debt, though, that is owed by all humans and we are unable to pay. That debt is the debt 

of sin.  Adam and Eve tried to cover their sin by their own efforts using fig leaves, but God 

demonstrated what He required when He shed the blood of an animal to make coats of skins to 

cover their sin.  As time went on, God gave the Law to the Jews.  In it, He gave them His standards of 

perfection and He also instructed them to make the animal sacrifices to temporarily atone for sin.  

"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins." Hebrews 10:4. The 

blood of an animal could only cover the sin, not take it away.  It would take the blood of God Himself 

to pay our debt and take our sin away. 

 

When Jesus left Heaven to enter His creation, it was so He could become our perfect sacrifice for sin. 

The Bible makes it clear that we are saved because we believe in the death, burial, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ.  Adam and Eve couldn't take their sin away by covering it with fig leaves, nor is any 

form of works sufficient.  There is nothing we can do on our own to obtain salvation.  It is only faith 

in Christ that allows our sins to be forgiven; He IS our atonement and our salvation. 

 

God's word teaches that only by the death of a perfect man could mankind ever hope to be justified.  

No human could accomplish this because there is no mere human who is not tainted by sin.  GOD 

HAD TO BECOME HUMAN TO REDEEM HUMANS.  For this reason, God Himself chose to become one of us 

with flesh and bones; He became the perfect sacrifice for our sin and made atonement, or 

“propitiation”, for the entire world.  All it takes to be redeemed is to truly believe in Jesus Christ and 

His finished work on the cross.  

 Ph.2:5-9 – “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: who being in the form of 
God thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found 
in fashion as a man, humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross” 

 

When we place our faith and our trust in Him as our Savior and Lord, in the blink of an eye, we are 

born again. That means we are justified in God's sight.  It’s not difficult, painful, or even costly. God 

wants all humans to come to this realization and believe; by doing so, we become His children (sons 

of God).  Paul wrote to the believers in Rome “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

Rom. 10:9. YOU CAN'T JUST SAY IT WITH YOUR MOUTH...YOU ALSO HAVE TO BELIEVE IT IN YOUR HEART. 

When we confess that Jesus Christ died for our sin, we are justified. That doesn't mean that we are 

perfect, but our sins are forgiven and our salvation is secure! Justification means that God sees the 

forgiven sinner through the blood of Christ and has declared that person acceptable to Him. 


