
 

 

ECCLESIOLOGY 

The Doctrine of The Church 

 
I would like to begin our lesson tonight in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 16, by 

examining the verbal exchange between Jesus and Peter. In verse 16, Peter makes a 

startling confession as to the identity of Jesus Christ [MATT. 16:16] by saying,  “…you 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replies by saying, “…Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jon-ah for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is 

in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my 

CHURCH, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it." 

 
What did Jesus mean when He used the word “Church”?   
 

✶ The Greek word translated “Church” is EK-KLES-IA.  

 

 The word “Ek-kle-sia” – literally means, “called out”. In scripture, it refers to the 

“called out ones.” 

 

¨ Therefore the first thing we understand about the “Church” is it refers to a 

PEOPLE and not a PLACE. This building is NOT the church...it’s where the 

church assembles!  WE Are The Church.  

 
o 1 PET. 2:9 – “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, His own special people that you may proclaim the praises 

of Him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  

 
o EPH. 5:25-26, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her 

with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to 

Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 

but that she should be holy and without blemish.” 

This naturally leads to the idea that the church is both VISIBLE and INVISIBLE. 

The church is invisible in that God knows who has truly been called out and who has not 

[Jn.10:16; 2 Tim.2:19]. The church is visible in that there are local expressions of it to 

which Christians commit themselves [Acts 2:46]. Note two truisms:  1) It is not 

necessary to belong to a local assembly to be a Christian, though, of course, one will 

want to out of obedience to Christ. 2) Just because a person goes to a local assembly, 

does not mean they are, in fact, part of the spiritual body of Christ (the church). 

 



 

 

THE PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH  

There are two Precepts /Ordinances given the church by the Lord.  They are Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper, or as the latter is commonly referred to, the Eucharist. These two 

activities constitute church!  

 

➔  This Is Why You Can't Stay At Home At Declare You're Having Church....Baptism 

& Communion Are "Church Requirements"!  

 

Baptism  

The first thing that we note about Christian Baptism is that within the overall framework 

of making disciples, the resurrected Lord commanded us to do it.  In MATTHEW 28:19-

20, Jesus told his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations.  They were to do this 

in two ways: (1) Baptizing them into the Trinitarian name of God, and (2) Teaching them 

to obey everything that Christ had commanded.  

 

■ BAPTIZING NEW BELIEVERS IS NOT AN OPTION FOR EACH LOCAL EXPRESSION OF 

THE CHURCH. The early church understood the importance of baptism and 

faithfully practiced it in the case of new converts. 

 

2 Notes On Baptism: 

✶ The verb “to baptize,” both in Greek literature and the New Testament, is to 

immerse, dip, or plunge.  It does not mean “to sprinkle.” 

✶ There is a three-fold symbolism associated with Baptism. 

 

➔ Pop quiz:  Is Baptism essential for salvation? 

 

The Lord's Supper 

The second ordinance given the church is that of the Lord’s Supper.  If baptism is an 

initiatory rite and symbolizes our definitive break with our old life in Adam and our 

definitive union with Christ, then the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist is an ongoing rite, 

signifying our ongoing communion with Christ and our constant proclamation of the 

message regarding his death (i.e., for the forgiveness of sins). 

 

Now it's important to understand that there are differences of opinion among genuine 

Christians as to how often the Lord’s Supper should be observed. The synoptics don't 

record Jesus saying how often it was to be celebrated, but the fact that the Supper relates 

to the New Covenant and symbolizes Jesus’ blood being poured out for many, seems to 



 

 

indicate that Jesus viewed it as someone we should engage in until the time when He will 

physically sit down with us and drink it anew in his Father’s kingdom (Matt 26:29).  

 

Luke adds the comment that the disciples are to do this, i.e., partake of the bread, in 

remembrance of me, which also implies that the Lord’s Supper would be a continuous 

event (1 COR. 11:24). BUT, STILL, THERE IS NO TEXT THAT SAYS THAT WE ARE TO 

OBSERVE IT EVERY WEEK, ONCE A MONTH, FOUR TIMES A YEAR, OR WHATEVER.  

 

¨ There are no scriptures condemning or condoning the use of wine instead of juice as 

symbolism for the blood of Jesus Christ!  

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 

The purpose of the church is to carry on the work of Christ in proclaiming the gospel and 

being a light to the world. 

 

■ THE CHURCH’S PURPOSE CAN BE FOUND IN: ACTS 1:8; ACTS 13:47 

 

 "JERUSALEM"  

 "JUDEA" 

 "SAMARIA" 

 "TO THE END OF THE EARTH" 

 

The church is to have a God-ward focus in Worship, Praise and Prayer. This involves 

freely worshipping the Trinitarian God and praying for each other as well as for those in 

the world, including our political leaders (1 TIM 2:1-3). The church is also commissioned 

to establish and equip new believers in the faith. This includes teaching concerning the 

gospel and its ethical concomitants, i.e., obedience to the Lord’s commands, love for each 

other, and responsible and holy living in a fallen world. The church is also to have, as we 

stated earlier, a consistent ministry to the world in terms of acts of kindness and 

witnessing to the truth and reality of God and the gospel. THUS A HEALTHY CHURCH 

KEEPS IN FOCUS ITS UPWARD, INWARD, AND OUTWARD CALLS AS REALLY THREE ASPECTS 

OF ONE CALL TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN. 

 

➔ Since it has been established that WE are the church, the question that must be 

asked and answered is, "Are we fulfilling our purpose?" 

 

 Are the people in your "Jerusalem" saved? 

 Have you ministered effectively to those persons in Judea? 

 Have you ventured into Samaria? 



 

 

 

THE PROGRESSION OF THE CHURCH 

Tithing is primarily an Old Testament concept. Though the tithe is seen in scripture prior 

to the law, the tithe was a requirement of the Law in which the Israelites were to give 10 

percent of the crops they grew and the livestock they raised to the tabernacle/temple 

(Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 14:24; 2 Chronicles 31:5). In fact, the 

Old Testament Law required multiple tithes—one for the Levites, one for the use of the 

temple and the feasts, and one for the poor of the land—which would have pushed the 

total to around 23.3 percent. Some understand the Old Testament tithe as a method of 

taxation to provide for the needs of the priests and Levites in the sacrificial system. 

 
After the death of Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law, the New Testament nowhere 

commands, nor even recommends, that Christians submit to a legalistic tithe system. The 

New Testament nowhere designates a percentage of income a person should set aside, but 

only says gifts should be “in keeping with income” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Some in the 

Christian church have taken the 10 percent figure from the Old Testament tithe and 

applied it as a “recommended minimum” for Christians in their giving.  

 

✶ TITHING IS SPIRITUAL TRAINING WHEELS 

 
Tithing is like training wheels when it comes to giving. It's intended to help you get 

started, but not recommended for the Tour de France. 

 
How do you know when to take training wheels off?  The quick answer is when they're 

slowing you down.  How do you know when it’s time to stop tithing? For all of us not 

living in dire poverty, the answer is when you're giving way more than 10 percent. 

Tithing is a bad ceiling, but an excellent floor. 

 

The New Testament talks about the importance and benefits of giving. We are to give as 

we are able. Sometimes that means giving more than 10 percent; sometimes that may 

mean giving less. It all depends on the ability of the Christian and the needs of the body 

of Christ. Every Christian should diligently pray and seek God’s wisdom in the matter of 

participating in tithing and/or how much to give (James 1:5). Above all, all tithes and 

offerings should be given with pure motives and an attitude of worship to God and 

service to the body of Christ. “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 

9:7). 
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THE POLITY OF THE CHURCH 

Throughout the history of the church, there have been several different, yet basic forms of 

church government. The main three include: (1) EPISCOPALIAN; (2) PRESBYTERIAN; (3) 

CONGREGATIONAL. 

 

In the EPISCOPALIAN FORM OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT the archbishop (and there are 

several) has authority over the bishop who in turn presides over a diocese, i.e., several 

churches, which are cared for by the rector or vicar. The archbishop, bishop, and rectors 

are all ordained priests within the Episcopal system of church government. This form of 

government can be seen in the Methodist, Anglican, and in its most hierarchical form 

(i.e., many levels of bishops), Catholic Church. 

 

Various denominations employ the PRESBYTERIAN FORM OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT 

where the local church elects certain elders to the “session,” (Presbyterian) of whom are 

members of a higher governing body called the “presbytery”. Some of the members of 

the presbytery or classis are chosen by the presbytery (or classis) to form a synod. There 

is yet a higher governing body in the Presbyterian Church, referred to as the General 

Assembly which itself is composed of lay and clergy representatives from the 

presbyteries. The General Assembly may be responsible for churches in a region or 

country. 

 

The CONGREGATIONAL FORM OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT is a democracy at its most 

basic level. This style of church government recognizes the authority of the people in the 

church in making the decisions of the church. 

 

➔ What Is Antioch’s Form of Government? 

 

❖ Theocracy. 

1. A form of government in which God or a deity is recognized as the supreme civil 

ruler, the God's or deity's laws being interpreted by the ecclesiastical authorities. 

2. A system of government by priests claiming a divine commission. 

3. A commonwealth or state under such a form or system of government. 

 

❖ Democracy. 

1. A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a 

state, typically through elected representatives. 

2. "Control of an organization or group by the majority of its members. 

3. The practice or principles of social equality. 


