
The Doctrine of Grace 
 
Tonight as we study the doctrine of Grace I would like to begin by applying the “PRINCIPLE OF 

FIRST MENTION” by looking at the first time the word “Grace” in mentioned in the Old and New 

Testaments. By doing so, it is my hope that we will not only discover the true meaning and 

application of the word “Grace”, but will take note of how the connotation of the word differs in 

both testaments. 

 
The prominent Old Testament word for “GRACE” [He. Hen] speaks primarily of DELIVERANCE. 

This deliverance by and large was from Enemies, Affliction, and/or Adversity. In various places 

in the Old Testament the word also was expressed to denote Enablement, Daily guidance, 

Forgiveness, and Preservation.  

 
The first mention was in… 

 Genesis 6:5-8 (NKJV)  
5 

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
6 

And the LORD was sorry that He had made man 

on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 
7 

So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I 

have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, 

for I am sorry that I have made them." 
8 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  

 
 Note – The “Grace” Noah received was deliverance from the flood. 

 

The prominent New Testament word for “GRACE”  (156 times) [Grk. Charis] speaks primarily to 

the provision of SALVATION. Grace in the New Testament It takes on a special redemptive sense 

in which God makes available his favor on behalf of sinners. 

 
The first mention was in… 

 Luke 2:40 (NKJV)  
40 

And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was 

upon Him.  

 

 
 Please note: Nowhere In The Root Meaning Of Grace / Favor Is Material Gain 

Implied!  
 

 Somehow we’ve reduced God’s Grace to Material Gain!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 TRUISMS ABOUT GRACE 
 

GOD’S GRACE IS UNDESERVED. 

 We Did Not Warrant God’s Grace 
 
Grace is the opposite of Karma! Karma is all about getting what you deserve. Grace is getting 

what you don’t deserve, and not getting what you do deserve. The scripture clearly teaches that 

what we (all of us) deserve is death with no hope of resurrection. 

 

 READ EPH.2:1-7 
 

 LOOK HOW WE WERE WITHOUT – “…we were ‘dead’ in trespasses and sins” 
 

 LOOK HOW WE WERE WALKING – “…according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air” 

 
 LOOK HOW WE WERE WRETCHED – “…we all conducted ourselves in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind and were by nature children 
of wrath just as the others.” 

 
 LOOK HOW WE WERE WANTED – “But God who is rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, EVEN WHEN…” 
 
We Don’t Deserve His Grace! We must constantly remind ourselves that humanity is not 
deserving of salvation. 

 Our giving should reflect our gratitude for His Grace. 
 Our living should reflect our gratitude for His Grace. 

 
GOD’S GRACE IS UNMERITED.  

 We Did Not Win God’s Grace 

 
 Grace Is About MERCY Not MERIT!  

 
No one can “earn” pardon by works of human merit. If such were the case, we could boast 

regarding our redemption; however, that is impossible (Eph. 2:8-9). 

 

 Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)  
8 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
9 

not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

 
Even if one were able to perform everything God commands, he still must regard himself as an 

“unprofitable servant” (Lk. 17:7-10).  

 
 



 Luke 17:7-10 (MSG)  
7 

"Suppose one of you has a servant who comes in from plowing the field or tending the sheep. 

Would you take his coat, set the table, and say, 'Sit down and eat'? 
8 

Wouldn't you be more likely 

to say, 'Prepare dinner; change your clothes and wait table for me until I've finished my coffee; 

then go to the kitchen and have your supper'? 
9 

Does the servant get special thanks for doing 

what's expected of him? 
10 

It's the same with you. When you've done everything expected of 

you, be matter-of-fact and say, 'The work is done. What we were told to do, we did.' "  

 
Jesus taught that our sins have put us head-over-heels in debt, and no person has the innate 

ability to liquidate that obligation (cf. Mt. 18:24-27). When this concept is truly grasped, service 

to Almighty God will flow with a freshness and zeal that invigorates the soul. Doubtless a failure 

to fathom the true significance of grace is the reason many church members are spiritually 

lethargic. 

 
GOD’S GRACE IS UNCONDITIONAL. 

 We Cannot Withhold God’s Grace 

 
We Cannot Dictate To Whom God Will Extend His Grace Upon!  
 

 Romans 9:15 (NKJV)  
15 

For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have 

compassion on whomever I will have compassion."  

 

 Romans 9:15 (MSG)  
15 

God told Moses, "I'm in charge of mercy. I'm in charge of compassion."  

 

GOD’S GRACE HAS BEEN OFFERED TO THE ENTIRE HUMAN FAMILY.  

 “For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men” (Tit. 2:11) 

 
This verse certainly cannot mean that every soul will be saved! Such a conclusion would 
contradict numerous other passages, however this does suggest is that HEAVEN’S GRACE IS 

POTENTIALLY AVAILABLE TO ALL who care to access it by means of the divine plan of redemption 
(cf. Rom. 5:1; 6:3-4, 17). 


