
THE DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES 

 

Have you ever wondered whether or not the book you hold, as the Bible, is truly the 

word of God? There are many books today that claim to be the Word of God. Now 

out of all of these books, none has been criticized and attacked more than the Bible.  

We Christians believe the Bible to be the Word of God and the eternal source of truth 

we live by. But there are many others who stake that same claim as it relates to their 

holy writings. So how do we know the Bible is the Word of God? Can we actually 

prove that the Bible is truly the Word of God? The answer is yes.  So tonight, I would 

like to center your thoughts on three simple headings… 

 The collections of sacred writings  

 The character of the sacred writings  

 The claim of the sacred writings 

First… 

THE COLLECTION OF SACRED WRITINGS  

What are the scriptures? The scriptures are considered by scholars as the ancient manuscripts 

written long ago.  It is known to most of us by several names.... 

 The Book 

 The Bible 

 The Sacred Writings 

 Holy Writ 

 The Canon  

 The Canonized Collection of Writings 

 The Septuagint or LXX - the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures  

 The vulgate – latin translation of the scriptures   

The canonized collection of writings can differ or vary depending on who you ask. 

 Jewish Synagogue or Tanakh  

 The Greek Orthodox Church  

 The Roman Catholic Church  

 The Protestant Churches  

 



Secondly … 

 

THE CHARACTER OF THE SACRED WRITINGS  

Is the Bible reliable? The Holy Scriptures are themselves divine rather than human in origin.  

Although written by men ultimately, their origin is from God. We will consider two types of 

evidences that lend themselves to this conclusion. It has what scholars term as internal 

evidence and external evidence.  

 Internal Evidence 

 Self-proclamation  

o The Bible undisputedly declares to be the Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 

1: 21) 

 Holy Spirit  

o The Holy Spirit confirms to us that the Bible is the Word of God (John 14:25, 26; 

John 15:26, 27; John 16:13) 

 Transforming ability  

o The Word of God and the Spirit of God still continues to transform the lives of 

people (Hebrews 4:12; Romans 12:2) 

 Unity  

o The Bible covers hundreds of topics, yet it does not contradict itself on any 

topic. It remains untied in its theme. 

o Time period of writing 

 The bible was written over a span of fifteen hundred years. 

 

o The authors who wrote 

 The bible was written by more than forty men from every walk of life with 

vastly different occupations and backgrounds. 

 Moses was educated in Egypt 

 Peter was a fisherman 

 Luke was a doctor 

 Amos was a shepherd 

 Matthew was a tax collector 



o THE PLACES OF WRITING 

 The bible was written on three different continents. 

 ASIA 

 AFRICA 

 EUROPE 

o The circumstances for writing 

 David wrote during a time of war. 

 Jeremiah wrote at the time of Israel’s downfall 

 Daniel wrote in exile in Babylon. 

 Ezra wrote in the ruined city of Jerusalem 

o The purpose for writing 

 Isaiah wrote to warn Israel of God’s coming judgment on their sin 

 Matthew wrote to prove to the Jews that Jesus is the messiah 

 Zechariah wrote to encourage a disheartened Israel who had returned 

from Babylonian exile 

 Paul wrote addressing problems in different Asian and European 

churches 

 External Evidence  

 Manuscript  

o There is over 150,000 variant copies of textual writings 

o Out of these 150,000 variants, 99 percent hold virtually no significant 

difference whatsoever. 

o These variants simply involve a missing letter in a word; some reversal in word 

order (such as "Christ Jesus" instead of "Jesus Christ"); some may involve the 

absence of one or more insignificant words. 

o When all the facts are put on the table, only about 50 of the variants have 

any real significant differences - and even then, no doctrine of the Christian 

faith or any moral commandment is affected by them. 

 

 Archeological  

 The Dead Sea Scrolls (1946) 

 Nag Hammadi writings (1945) 



 An inscription with King David’s name on it (1993) 

 Peter's home (1990) 

 The Pool of Siloam (2004) 

 Herod's palace (2015) 

 The Iron Gate at Gath (2015) 

 The home of Jesus (1936) 

 The tomb of Stephen (2013) 

 The theater of Smyrna (2002) 

 

 Prophetical 

 The four major world empires 

 Babylon will never be rebuilt  

 The destruction of Jerusalem 

  

 Spiritual  

 2 Timothy 3:16 

 2 Peter 3;15-16 

 

Thirdly…  

THE CLAIMS OF THE SACRED WRITINGS  

 

Are the scriptures the unerring word of God?  

THE SCRIPTURES ARE INSPIRED – (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:19-21; Hebrews 4:12; Matthew 22:31-

32; Psalm 33:6; Acts 17:25; Job 33:4; Genesis 2:7) 

Note that Paul clearly conveys that the scripture is God-breathed or God inspired. What is 

meant by inspired? The word inspired literally means that the scriptures are the very breath of 

God. And as the breath of God, the scriptures are alive, active and life giving (Hebrews 4:12).  

 

THE SCRIPTURES ARE INFALLIBLE – Psalm 19:7; 119:89, 140; Proverbs 30:5; John 17:17; Luke 24:25-

27; 2 Peter 3:14-18 

 



What is the meaning of infallible?  The word infallible simply conveys that the Bible is without 

error in its original form, and that the discrepancies, though minor, may raise objections to 

copies. However, those can be appropriately answered. Infallibility suggests there is no error, 

no failing; absolute certainty in its expounding of doctrine on faith or morals. 

 

THE SCRIPTURES ARE IMMUTABLE – Matthew 24:35; Luke 16:17; Hebrews 6:13-18; 1 Peter 1:24-25 

John 10:33-38 

 

The Hebrew writer demonstrates the unchanging nature not only of God himself but also his 

word (v. 17). He states that “God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very 

clear to the heirs of what he promised.” And that he did this by two immutable things in 

which it is impossible for God to lie.” Those two things are clearly his promise and his oath.  

Peter argues the very same sentiments that “the word of the Lord stands forever.” 

 


