
THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH 

(Ecclesiology) 

 

The word ecclesiology is the study of the church. The Greek word 

translated “church” is ekklelsia.  The Hebrew term that lies behind the 

idea of church is the root, meaning “assembly” referring to what was 

done and not where it was done. However, the Greek term ekklelsia 

literally means “call out” or "called out ones". (ek + kaleo). The God 

of Redemption has called out of the world those whom He has 

chosen in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). The chosen are persons, who of no 

merit of their own, have trusted Christ as their Lord and Savior.  

 

They, “the called out ones,” according to Paul in his letter to Titus 

(Titus 1:1-3) have acknowledged "the truth which is after godliness; In 

hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the 

world began; But hath in due times manifested his word through 

preaching, which is committed unto me according to the 

commandment of God our Savior” 

 

These believers, whom God chose from the very beginning in Christ, 

are called in time through preaching, and gathered together for the 

purpose of celebrating the good things the Lord has done in Christ. 

Therefore, wherever and whenever they met together, they met as 

God’s people. The early church is perhaps the greatest example of 

this. 



 

Here is how they met...   

 The Early Church met as a local Assembly of God's people  

o Acts 4:31 

o Acts 11:26 

o 1 Corinthians 11:18 

o 1 Corinthians 14:19 

 The Early Church met in the house of individual believers  

o Acts 2:46 

o Romans 16:23 

o 1 Corinthians 16:19 

o Colossians 4:15 

o Philemon 2 

 The Early Church met as a grouping of God's people  

o Acts 9:31 

 The Early Church met as a unified community though scattered 

o James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2 

 

Now let us consider the threefold stance of the church... 

 

THE NAMES FOR THE CHURCH 

When we speak of the names for the church, we are not talking 

about denominational titles, nor are we talking about non-

denominational designations that are given to churches.  When we 

speak of names for the church, we are talking about names that are 



derived from the scriptures themselves. For example:  both the Old 

Testament and the New Testament scriptures give names to God’s 

people, which identify them as His and He as theirs. 

  

 Old Testament Names for the Church  

o Congregation of Israel  – Exodus 12:3  

Assembly of Israel – Exodus 12:6; Leviticus 8:3, 4; 9:5; 

Numbers 8:9 

o New Testament reference of Israel as the church  – Acts 

7:38 

 

 New Testament Names for the Church  

o Church of God – 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1 

o Churches of Christ – Romans 16:16 

o The Body of Christ – Ephesians 4:12; 1 Corinthians 12:27  

o The Temple of God – 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

o The Kingdom of God – Romans 14: 17-18 

o Saints – Romans 1:7 

o The Faithful – Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:2 

 

 Other designations for the people of God - Hebrews 12:22-23 

o Chaste Virgin – 2 Corinthians 11:2 

o The Church of the Living God – 1Timothy 3:15 

o The Elect of God – Colossians 3:2; Titus 1:1 

o The Household of Faith – Galatians 6:10 



o The New Jerusalem – Galatians 4:6;  

o The Heavenly Jerusalem – Hebrews 12:22 

o The People of God - Hebrews 4:9; 8:10; 11:25; 1 Peter 2:10 

o The General Assembly – Hebrews 12:23 

o Church of the Firstborn – Hebrews 12:23 

o The Pillar and Ground of truth – 1 Timothy 3:15 

 

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH  

 

The Church by nature is all those persons called by God out of 

darkness into his marvelous light.  It’s those who have been 

redeemed by the Blood of Jesus and set apart for holy purposes. 

When we speak of the nature of the church, we are not just 

speaking about the people, but of the person they represent. The 

scriptures themselves bring the church into relation with God (1 

Corinthians 3:9-23; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).  Therefore the nature of the 

church is as follows… 

 

 The Church is Birthed on earth, yet Born from above 

o The Church is born again 

 Galatians 3:8  

 John 3:7 

 Acts  2 :1-4 

 

 The Church is Militant yet Triumphant  



o A Church at War  

 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 

 Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

o A Church that Waits  

 Thessalonians 1:3-10 

 2 Timothy 4:1-8 

 

 The Church is Visible yet Invisible  

o Seen  

 Philippians 1:1 

  Acts 2:46 

o Unseen   

 John 10:16 

 2 Timothy 2:19 

 

 The Church is an Organism yet an Organization  

o Body   

 1Corinthians 12  

 1 Peter 2:3-5 

o Leaders  

 Ephesians 4:11 

 1Timothy 3:1-13 

 

 



THE NURTURE TO THE CHURCH  

 

The Church is nurtured through its connection to the Christ; without 

Him, it will cease to exist as His body.  The whole body depends on 

Him; all of its parts and joints are held together by him, and each 

part does its work through Him.  Therefore only as it is connected to 

Him can it mature and grow in love because of Him; growing up into 

Him, becoming a mature person until we become like Christ 

possessing his maturity (Ephesians 4:16; John 15:2). The church is 

nurtured practically by being…  

 

 Energized through prayer – Romans 12:12; Colossians 4:2 

 Examined through the word – Acts 20:28 

 Encouraged through fellowship – Hebrews 10:24 

 Empowered through the Spirit - Galatians 5:25 

 Endowed with Gifts – 1Corinthians12:7- 11  

 

 

 

 

  


