
7 SPIRITUAL ESSENTIALS 

The Doctrine of Sin 

 

We cannot attempt to talk about the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ unless we talk about what 

that gospel addresses. The scriptures are very clear "that Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners..."  Any treatment of Christian doctrine would be incomplete if the biblical statement 

concerning sin were omitted. Many today deny the existence of sin, but yet they fail to explain 

away its existence. 

 

Here is what we know:  the Scriptures declare sin’s existence and it is displayed by the human 

heart.  Sin is not a made-up story.  It is not a fairy tale.  It is not a figment of our imaginations.  

Sin is a fact, flaw, and fault of the human condition.  

 

The first thing I would like us to notice is:  

 

THE EXPLANATION OF SIN 

 

What is sin? The scriptures give us at least 22 different Hebrew and Greek words for sin.  I will 

not endeavor to go into all of them; however, I will give you at least seven from the New 

Testament and each word with their different meanings.  Each meaning I believe gives us some 

insight into the nature of sin itself. 

The word “Sin” is translated several ways into the English language. The word appears as… 

 Fault:  To diminish what should have been given full measure – 1 Corinthians 6:7 

 Trespasses:  To fall when one should have stood  – Ephesians 1:7 

 Errors:  To be ignorant when one should have known – Hebrews 9:7 

 Disobedience:  To refuse to hear and heed God's word – 2 Corinthians 10:7 

 Transgression: To intentionally cross a line. We knew it was wrong, but we went ahead 

and did it anyway. – Hebrews 2:2 

 Iniquity: To willfully break God's written rules or lawlessness – Titus 2:14 

 The Sin To miss the mark (sin) aiming for God’s best but fail every time! – Hebrews 

12:1 



This word “sin” hamartia in the Greek language is used more frequently and more readily in the 

scriptures than any other word for “sin.” The reason for its frequent use is because it captures all 

the other six or I say all the other 22 words found for “sin” in the entire scriptures. 

 

In the scriptures, the dominate word for sin means “to miss a mark,” or a target. Therefore, to sin 

is to miss the mark of God’s perfect standards. 

 

Secondly notice…  

 

THE ENTRANCE OF SIN 

 

How did sin enter eternity, space and time?  Well, with respect to the entrance of sin in the 

human race we are confined to God’s revelation to us in His Word. God’s word leaves no room 

for doubt in this matter as it relates to sin’s origin. 

 

According to Scripture, sin first made its appearance among the angels.  Peter wrote, “God 

spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of 

darkness, to be reserved unto judgment” – II Peter 2:4. To this Jude adds, “And the angels which 

kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains 

under darkness unto the judgment of the great day” – Jude 6. What we can deduce from Peter 

and Jude is that the sin of these angels was a free act on their part, arising from their 

dissatisfaction with the place God assigned to them when He created them.  

 

But our primary concern is with the entrance of sin in the world.  Now, to this, there is a different 

explanation from that of angels which fell. 

 

The Scripture is clear in its declaration that “by one man sin entered into the world . . .” (Romans 

5:12). The issue as to its earthly origin is solved in Romans 5. It came through the sin of “one 

man,” Adam, and thereby “passed” to “all men.” 



Sin is a very real and terrible fact of human life. I am not now discussing the ultimate origin of 

sin when disobedient angels rebelled against God, by the yielding of Adam and Eve to the 

temptation from without, it resulted in the transmission of sin to every descendant of Adam. 

 

Thirdly notice… 

 

THE EXTENT OF SIN 

 

The scriptures are clear that sin entered the human race by one man – Adam. “Wherefore, as by 

one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 

all have sinned” (Romans 5:12). Adam was the doorway through which sin was passed upon all 

humanity. Adam was the first man and the father of all men, so by virtue of the solidarity of the 

race, when Adam sinned, the entire race sinned in him.  

 

It is true that we all are sinners by choice, but this is not the point of discussion here. Our 

concern is with the entrance of sin into the human race and to what extent it affected Adam’s 

descendants. God has made it clear in His Word that this all came about through the 

disobedience of the first man who stood and acted as the representative of his entire posterity. 

 

The plain teaching in both the Old and New Testament scriptures is “Behold, I was shapen in 

iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5). All of us commit sins because all 

of us are infected with the sin principle. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us” (I John 1:8).  Solomon’s verdict holds true, “There is no man that 

sinneth not” (I Kings 8:46). “There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not” 

(Ecclesiastes 7:20). “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us” (I John 1:8). 

 

Fourthly notice…  

THE EFFECTS OF SIN 

The consequences of sin are doubtless more numerous than we will attempt to consider in this 

brief study. We will ponder only two at this time.  



 

Look first at the matter of guilt. I mean real guilt, that feeling of having done wrong because I 

know I did wrong. Genuine guilt toward God arises from illumination and conviction we receive 

from the Scriptures and the Spirit due to our sins.  

 

Another consequence of sin is the punishment imposed upon the sinner by God. Since sin is a 

capital crime against God, man is guilty of death. Before the Fall, God had warned Adam and 

Eve, “In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17).  

 

And then there follows a series of statements which seem to remind man all through human 

history of this solemn effect of sin (Genesis 5:5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31).  

 Ezekiel 18:4 – “The soul that sinneth, it shall die”.  

 Romans 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death . . .”.  

 Romans 7:11 – “For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it 

slew me”.  

 James 1:15 – “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 

finished, bringeth forth death”.  

 Hebrews 9:27 – “The guilty sinner cannot escape the Divine sentence, “As it is appointed 

unto men once to die . . .”. 

 

The Bible teaches that there are two kinds of death. 

 

 James 2:26 – the separation of the soul from the body  

 Revelation 20:6, 14; 21:8 – The eternal separation from God 

 

Fifthly notice…. 

 

THE EXPIATION OF SIN 

 

Expiation is the act of making satisfaction or atonement for a crime or fault. God could not be 

satisfied until sin had been fully atoned for. Expiation means that our sins were laid upon Christ.  



 Isaiah 53:6 – “The LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all”. 

The Bible teaches that by the sufferings and death of Christ that man’s sins were atoned for. 

Jesus took our place that we may have a place.   

 

 Hebrews 9:22 – “Without shedding of blood is no remission”.  

 Leviticus 17:11 – “It is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul”.  

 Hebrews 9:12 – “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He 

entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us”.  

 Hebrews 9:26 – “. . . now once in the end of the world (age) hath He appeared to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of Himself”. 

 

  

 

 


